JS Site Visit Notes: Cairndow, Friday September 28, 2007


Cuil House 

This may have been the farmhouse for the farm on the north side of the loch. The house itself appears very much of a piece, perhaps of the 1870s. It is three bays wide and two and a half storeys. The house has original dormers and original porch; double ground floor windows with round headed windows in the porch; round headed windows in the dormers. There are original chimneystacks, projecting eaves and verges. However the building adjoins what may be part of an older building with an upper floor six over six sash window at the rear, in modern glass. The front of the main house has been plastered and limed. The gables and rear of the building have been harled. Originally there may have been other buildings present which formed opposite sides, or possibly three sides of a steading on the steep slope. At the upper end of the yard a building is present which has been worked over with cedar shingles, plastic rhone, barge board, modern rough cast, and timber doors. There is a small lower range to the east with a corrugated asbestos roof and very beautiful masonry built in lime mortar . A considerable amount of quite old lime harling survives on the front, rear, and gable. In front of this to the west there is an area of cobbled yard and a privy block over the byre at the far west end. There are a number of walls; some which are retaining to enclose garden areas and at the lower side of the square. What originally may have been a cart shed has a leaning east gable covered in ivy; indeed the ivy may be holding it up. There are at least three large openings to the north and two party walls, which probably functioned as cart sheds. It appears that carts went along the top and then to a ramp which turns down the hill, round the west end to the lower level and then back out again. A small garden or gardens were contained between the buildings. (worth looking at the map evidence.) 

